MADHAV INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
POCSO POLICY / CHILD SAFEGUARDING GUIDELINES
Academic Year: 2026–27
1. Policy Statement
Madhav International School is committed to providing every child with a safe, secure, respectful and child-friendly environment. The School follows the provisions of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO), POCSO Rules, 2020, and applicable child-safety guidelines issued by competent authorities. 
The School maintains zero tolerance towards sexual abuse, sexual harassment, exploitation, inappropriate conduct, physical punishment and any behaviour that compromises the safety or dignity of a child.
2. Child Protection Committee
	Name
	Role

	Mr. Vinod K.
	Chairperson

	Mr. Eldhose
	Child Protection Officer

	Mrs. Ankita Patel
	Teacher Representative

	Mrs. Kinnari Dave
	Counsellor

	Mr. Mrunal Prajapati
	Management Representative


The Committee shall coordinate the school's child-protection measures, awareness programmes, reporting mechanism and documentation. The committee details are based on the school document provided.
3. School Responsibilities
The School shall:
· Conduct regular POCSO and child-safety awareness programmes.
· Ensure staff understand professional boundaries and child-protection responsibilities.
· Maintain appropriate staff verification and child-protection declarations.
· Provide students with safe channels to report concerns.
· Maintain appropriate supervision across the campus and activities.
· Provide counselling/support wherever required.
· Maintain confidentiality of child-protection information.
· Maintain necessary records and review safeguarding arrangements periodically.
4. Reporting of Concerns
Any student, parent, staff member or other person may report a concern to the Principal, Child Protection Officer, Counsellor or trusted teacher.
The School shall:
Receive the concern → Ensure immediate safety → Inform the designated authority → Follow applicable statutory reporting requirements → Provide appropriate support → Maintain confidential records.
Where a concern falls under POCSO, the School shall follow the mandatory reporting requirements under Section 19 of the POCSO Act and shall not substitute an internal school enquiry for the statutory process. 
5. Awareness & Prevention
The School shall conduct age-appropriate programmes on:
· Personal safety
· Good touch and bad touch
· Safe and unsafe behaviour
· Trusted adults
· Online safety
· Reporting mechanisms
· POCSO awareness
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